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What and Why do we Monitor? 

• Riparian Vegetation Quantity and Quality 

• Riparian Bird Population Trends 

• Foothill Yellow-legged Frogs and Western 
Pond Turtle distribution 

• Largely driven by the California Environmental 
Quality Act- impacts to sensitive species and 
habitats must be quantified and mitigated 

• Environmental compliance obligations are also 
aligned with TRRP Ecological Objectives 



Riparian Vegetation 



Riparian Vegetation 

• California has a no net loss policy regarding 
wetland and riparian habitats 

• Vegetation is a measure of riparian habitat 
quality 

• Compliance goal is 1:1 replacement of selected 
vegetation classes within ten years of impact 

• Mapping and assessments point to full 
compliance with State policy, although it is a 
close one 
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Herpetological Monitoring 

• Foothill Yellow-legged Frogs and Western 
Pond turtles are special-status aquatic species  

• Flow regulation and channel rehabilitation 
activities have the potential to affect these 
species 

 



Herpetological Monitoring 

• A USGS effort to model the distribution of 
these species in the Trinity River is underway 

• FY 2015 is the final year of the 3-year 
occupancy modeling study 

• Future monitoring will be built around this 
model and will also focus on evaluating the 
risk of scour and desiccation to FYLF egg 
masses 



 



Avian Monitoring 

• The Trinity River provides unique and 
exceptional habitats for riparian and riverine 
birds 

• Birds are long-term, high-level indicators of 
ecosystem health 

• Twenty-four species are monitored, with five 
focal riparian species: Black-headed grosbeak, 
song sparrow, tree swallow, yellow-breasted 
chat, and yellow warbler 

• Trends since 2002 indicate healthy avian 
populations 







Questions? 

Lower Steiner Flat, Fall 2013 
Planted Summer 2012 


